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Abstract Little information is available on coral diseases in the Persian Gulf; however, in the recent years, reports of coral diseases
increased in particular from Iranian side of the Persian Gulf. In this paper we report a White Mat Disease resulting in mass mortality
of Porites colonies at Hormuz Island. This outbreak infected 96% of all Porites colonies and killed 58430% (mean £ SD) of all
Porites tissues.
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Figure 1 Map of the area including Hormuz Island where was examined in this study. SS= studied site in this study
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Figure 2 A: Turbid waters due to high sedimentation around coral reefs at eastern Hormuz Island B: Deposition of sediments on live

organisms such as corals and zoanthids as a permanent characteristic of this site
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Figure 3 A: Mass mortality of Porites colonies at Hormuz Island due to bacterial mats B: White mat on a Porites colony C: White
mats changed overlying black layers due to iron sulfide precipitation D: Photosynthetic sulfur and non-sulfur bacteria are probably
responsible for pink and green colors
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Figure 4 Overgrowth of zoanthids on coral colonies including A: Favia B: Platygyra C: Porites at the east of Hormuz Island
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