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Abstract We cloned the full length cDNA encoding squalene synthase (SS) from white cucumber and did bioinformatic analysis,
in order to get more insight into the structural characteristics of SS involved in cucurbitacine biosynthesis pathway of Cucurbitaceae.
According to the cDNA sequence of SS gene from Cucurbitaceae including Gynostemma pentaphyllum, Siraitia grosvenorii,
Trichosanthes rubriflos and so on, primers of squalene synthase of white Cucumber were designed to amplify 3'-terminal and
5'-terminal sequence of SS by 3'-RACE and 5'RACE respectively. Two cDNAs of SS of white cucumber were obtained, named
CsSS1 (1 627 bp) and CsSS2 (1 534 bp) respectively, all coding a polypeptide containing 417 amino acid residues with molecular
weight of 47.6 kD. We successfully cloned the full length cDNA sequence of white cucumber squalene synthase gene and did
bioinformatic analysis. Furthermore, these two cDNA clones will be utilized for the analysis of the positive selection site of squalene
synthase involved in cucurbitacine biosynthesis pathway.
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B IRAERE =, AR A FECE
BIEE, Proe Prdti, RIFFFSEZEER,
iy 5 AP0 B AN BT AR AR A (Ve AEE, 2014) . SS
TR I Ja BeA W6 G B R A TR B Ay, L
BEAVEMESOE T RS MRA K, Wil SRS
(Kim et al., 2011b). %I 7L hn(Seo et al., 2005). HE i
(Patel et al., 2015)%5 & Jd A BRI, AEEHRE =
=GR S AR H NS EGET
(1) 22325 W) AT BAR L =il SR 1 A Bl B (Han et al.,
2010; fA[[AN4F, 2013).

%% JI\(Cucumis sativus L.)/&#i7% Rl % g —
SEAE VR S A BERAY), R TURE AN
Pl BNESLHBREEFENILELEER AL COE M
KEMNNEEROT YR, ESENE R, f
PR R ARG - #i7 % (cucurbitacins) i
PR DU =S 2R B, T AR R A TR BN 2
PRI 509 B PR A CR4 4 (B AR, 2006),
A IS B P4 (T, 2012). Pufios (5K 2 5 &5
2012)5 Z P ARG TEVE R . B 2 C 2 3 Nk Ik
HRE RSy, (T SRR, (AR
bEE ARG I R R, ME R C AR A YITE
ERECGE PR R RER e AE(NERSE,
2014). BN A AR TUR I, #iER C &l
JRI 9 FHEER S 511 4 DAL RN AR . B
ST Bl AL Bt 0l T A SR S s, BRI
PG S IB BRI RTERT B I A2 HOnsE Bt (k8 T A
o R IR AR A 7 A2 TG R 75 I (Shang et al.,
2014). #iri& CfEHARF IR DRI, HAIMY
R T H R VEEDHEN. #iHRC Y
o B HAMINEEH, Bk B CaIT R
BORBUHE A ——#i e # . Bk, #irE C
HAEBENAGRME. &1EE M R 52
VIR ARG SR 1 N OCkERE, BRI, LAY
ZEM, HATRZYF SS R 7o b K Thg 4y
M, WH B (G, 2011). dbSEHA (M 54,
2010). HFNCE H 4045, 2012) K% (Wang et al.,
2014). SERBI(EEMREE, 2008), 1 GenBank &
ARG AERE Y SS R C A 50 LR, (EX A K
TR SS 5 PR IR S HIF 9T i A AT 408 .
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Figure 1 Electrophoresis detection of total RNA of white
cucumber

Note: M: Marker; 1, 2: Total RNA
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Figure 2 Electrophoretogram of 3’RACE and 5’RACE PCR
product of SS from white cucumber

M: Marker; 1: PCR result of 3’RACE; 2: PCR result of
5’RACE
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atATGGGCAGTTTGGGGGCGATTTTGAAACACCCAGATGACTTTTATCCACTTTTGAAAC
M G s L GGA I LEKUHPUDU DT FYPULILK

61 TGAAAATAGCCGCTAGACATGCGGAGAAGCAGATCCCACCTGAGCCTCATTGGGGATTCT
20 L K IT A A RHAZEIKQQ I P P E P HW G F
121 GCTATACCATGCTGCATAAGGTCTCAAGAAGTTTTGCACTCGTTATTCAGCAGCTTAAGC
40 C Y T ML HEKV s RS F ALV I Q QL K
181 CCGAGCTTCGCAATGCTGTGTGCATATTTTATCTTGTTCTGCGAGCCCTCGACACTGTTG
60 P ELRNAVY CIFYLVLIERKALTUDTYV
241 AGGATGATACAAGCATACAAACAGACATTAAAGTGCCCATTCTGAAAGCTTTTCACTGTC
80 ED DTS I Q@ T D I K V P I L K A F H C
301 ACATATATAACCGTGATTGGCACTTTTCATGTGGCACAAAGGACTATAAAGTTCTGATGG
100 H I Y NRDWHTF S CGTI KUDYEKV LM
361 ATGAGTTTCATCACGTTTCAACTGCGTTTCTAGAACTTGGGAAAGGGTACCAGGAAGCGA
120 D EFHHV S TAFIULETLTGI KTGY Q E A
421 TTGAGGATATCACAAAAAGAATGGGTGCAGGAATGGCTAAATTCATTTGCCAAGAGGTAG
140 I ED I T K RMG A G M A K F I C Q E V
481 AGACGGTTGATGATTATGATGAATATTGCCACTACGTAGCGGGACTTGTCGGACTAGGTT
160 E TV DDYDETYTCHTYVAGLV GLG
541 TATCTAAGCTGTTCCATGCTGCGGAGTTGGAGGATTTGGCACCTGATTCTCTTTCAAATT
180 L s KL FHAAETLET DTLAPDSTL SN
601 CTATGGGATTGTTTCTCCAGAAAACCAACATTATCCGAGATTACTTGGAGGACATTAATG
200 s M G L F L @ K TN T I R DY L E DI N
661 AGATTCCAAAGTCCCGGATGTTTTGGCCTCGTGAGATTTGGGGCAAATATGCTGATAAAT
220 E I P K S RMTFWPZRETIWGEY A DK
721 TAGAGGATTTTAAATATGAGGAGAATTCAGTCAAGGCCGTGCAATGCCTCAATGATTTGG
240 L EDF K Y EENUS VKAV Q@ CLNDL
781 TCACTAATGCTTTGAACCATGTGGAGGATTGTCTGAAATACATGTCCAACTTAAGAGATC
260 vV T N A L NH V EDCUL K Y M S N L R D
841 TTTCCATATTTCGGTTTTGTGCTATTCCTCAGATTATGGCAATTGGAACTCTAGCATTAT
280 L s I FRFUCATUPOQQTIMATSGTL AL
901 GCTACAATAACGTAGAAGTCTTCAGAGGGGTGGTTAAAATGCGCCGGGGTCTTACTGCAA
300 C Y NNV EUVFRGV VYV KMZERZRGTLT A
961 AGGTCATTGATCGAACGAAAACAATGGCTGACGTCTATGGAGCTTTCTTTGATTTTTCTG
320 K v 1 Dbp R TKTMAUDV Y G A F F D F §
1021 TTATGCTGAAGGCTAAGGTCAACAGCAATGATCCTAATGCTTCTAAAACCCTGAGCAGAA
340 vV ML KXKAEKVYNSNDPNASI KTTL SR
1081 TCGAGGCAATACAGAAAACCTGCAAGCAGTCGGGAATCTTGAACAGGAGGAAATTGTATG
360 I EA 1 @ KT CU K QS I L NZ RTZ RI KLY
1141 TAGTCAGAAGTGAGCCAATGTTCAATCCAGCTGTGATTGTTATACTTTTCAGCCTATTAT
380 v v R S E P MFNUPAV I V I L F 5 L L
1201 GCATCATTCTTGCTTATCTCTCTGCCAAGCGATTACCAGCCAACCAATCTGTATGAg gt
400 ¢c I I L A Y LS A KT RKRTLUPANGS V =
1261 caaactctagtaaggttaggttcgtaccgacgpgatcaaaggaaaacaatcaaacactgt
1321 ctagtcattcatgcttetaactttgttctettggaatgcagtatatgaattecaacagaa
1381 cacaccgcaaatgtgecacgttatggttaagtttetggetecattatetttettagagett
1441 tgtttaagtattacaatgggtgatagttactgtttgtttagtacagagecaggaaacaagt
1501 gaaatcctgtaaccttetaatggttetagtgagaaatacatgaaaataagettgttatat
1561 tcatcttttttcaatcttataataaggaattaagtetttgatttananaaaaanaaaaaaa
1621 aaaaaaa

P31 B 3 ISS cDNAJT 51l K HE 3 (¥ & FE R /7 41

TE: BARATGRIGE S 1, BRI T RILTCA N IL%
5 RKEFRERRmGIX, /NG 5B x5 F13 3 A #Y
X, BT NRERFY, NMIARERFY, NE7R
IR RIS 7 FIAN R 2 Ak

Figure 3 cDNA sequence and deduced amino acid sequence
for SS gene from white cucumber

Note: ATG is initiation codon in bold, TGA is termination
codon in bold and underlined; Capital letters represent
encoding regions, lowercase letters represent 5° and 3’
untranslated regions; Up rows indicate nucleotide sequence,
down rows indicate amino acid sequence; Lowercase letters
underlined is difference between the two sequences
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Figure 4 Hydrophobicity and hydrophilicity prediction of SS
from white cucumber
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Figure 5 Transmembrane segment prediction of SS gene from
white cucumber

XFE R BN SS B A (18 1 e S5 R AT TR
W, 2EREREZRE5EH P o 1R)E(alpha helix)
65.71%, P % ffi(beta turn) 6.71%, ¥ J& % (extended
strand) 10.07%, JC#t itfi(random coil) 17.51%.
i1 SWISS-MODEL Workspace £ £k 7 #fr 44 2 7.
CsSS = #E45 Myt (1K 6).. I 7E Lk 8 F Signal P
4.0 Server 7 HTEREH, HREEINE S8 SS B H

SRR EE T, AR R A, KA
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Figure 6 Three dimensional models prediction of SS gene
from white cucumber
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SSGenBank & # Y SS I & LR 7 41 k4T %2 H1 5 CLANAEYISS K IR IR 14 ~80%~95%, 1% IR F
FLXE, CAIESAEY S I SSIE NN i R 5t B E YR N T78%~92% . FRAF X I8k T £ SR 0,
REMW(ET), ERER, AREIRSHH R 57 38 JIRSSTR 57 7 71 A7 T N A1 e ]

M 5 # JI\ White Cucumber SS
_“:? W R Siraitia grosvenorii AEM42980.1
21 1€ #% #% Trichosanthes rubriflos SS
2 % ¥ Gynostemma pentaphyllum ACQ90302.1

4> %k 8 Psammosilene tunicoides ABQ96265.1

i B 4 % ¥ Botryococcus braunii AAF20201.1

VEL # &% Paris polyphylla var. yunnanensis AGW25489.1
#i UL £ Ftillaria thunbergii AHB20141.2

J& M 2 7 Dioscorea zingiberensis AGN32410.1

7K %% Oryza sativa Japonica Group BAA22557.1
£ K Zea mays BAA22558.1

£k Kz 41 it Dendrobium officinale AGI56082.1
¥ V5 Alisma plantago-aquatica AFY63035.1

) =% Chlorophytum comosum AFN61199.1

L 7§ 7+ Arabidopsis thaliana BAA06103.1

i #b k7 Gossypium hirsutum ABX10442.1
ET ¥ Gossypium arboreum KHG01756.1
izt & Polygala tenuifolia Willd ABG66304.1

Jt 45 Bupleurum chinense ACX42423.1
4R 45 #H Bupleurum falcatum AAY46017.1
#1 11 0 Acanthopanax senticosus AER23670.1
LKA Aralia elata ADC32654.1
= -t Panax pseudoginseng AIK21786.1
74 ¥ 2 American Ginseng AED99863.1
U E . Centella asiatica AAV58897.1
AN 2 Panax ginseng ACV88718.1
— T 1 2 Arteannuin AAG14896.2

v H % Matricaria recutita AIX97193.1
T Bk #R Lotus comiculatus BAC56854.1
JI 3% 3§ & Astragalus membranaceus ADW27427.1
3% ©. Phaseolus vulgaris AHA84150.1
K 5 Glycine max BAA22559.1
¥ 4 K & Glycine soja KHN25422.1
5 F7 R H % Glycymhiza uralensis ADG36722.1
P A H % Medicago truncatula XP_003607040.1
I 3B H & Glycyrhiza glabra BAA13083.1
3E B Malus domestica AGS78117.1
Ht A Eriobotrya japonica AFI33135.3
fi B Diospyros kaki ACN69082.1
i 7% Camellia oleifera AGB05603.1
K #§ Euphorbia pekinensis AFT92039.1
% & 4 Euphorbia tirucalli BAH23428.1
E R # Populus trichocarpa XP_002313765.1
A # Bruguiera gymnorhiza ADD54645.1
|_— A KM Nicotiana benthamiana AAA87048.1
J# . Nicotiana tabacum AAB08578.1
¥ %% Solanum nigrum AGS57530.1
I ¥ % Solanum tuberosum BAA82093.1
75 41 fli Solanum lycopersicum ACY25092.1
9 A WE ffi Withania somnifera ADC95435.1
it 5 Capsicum annuum AAD20626.1
% Salvia miltiorrhiza ACR57219.1
i & 15 T Bacopa monnieri ADX01171.1
E & 75 B 4 Azadirachta indica AFJ15526.1
K 7 AFEIEY) SS R T 5 3k b

Figure 7 Phylogenetic tree based on amino acid sequence of SS from different plants
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AW 5T R B K A o B 1S Il 2R A g 15
r ) SR B i e M B T [A] CsSS B~ cDNA i %,
FExtH: cDNA FHIHEAT T AEMME B2 400 . Bl
GenBank B #I T EHEMIMN SS HH T LGS
PRSI R FNE S R, F0%, ik
P 5 5 [ 15 381 0 10 o IR % iy 3945 38 1) 20 A6 A
(MR R%E, 2015) SSERH T4, HBEITEDFK
S St 7 R L A A RO 5 S S S R
DIREWT AL RN, BRI THE—20 7 i sH = BHAEY)
(IR W, 3R SS [0 TF R R0 £ 5 T RE ) S Bk
53 A B4 e FE Al

AR 3’ RACE HARFI & H 51403 H 5
A, BEWRMA RN RS E N 1 627 bp
H11 534 bp [KJH % cDNA JF51, #gntd 417 MR
BR. BT S uRA Gy ik, R
B RS USRI AT A R B SS R A T 5
K KA 350 bp miARy K, (HAEEIH
cDNA JFHIELE T 5K SS ] 56 BE [ 13 HiE
MEFERTHREX I HF HERIMB LTI, H
Rt P BIAHIE, JERCE R e gmhl e I A R
A et — SR RS AR S K psl, IF
BT R RIS ST L Th REIX d8 2 75 5 T — 2K

b AN i 0 5 B R DR T RN, R
T2 HE ) T M 5 T R BT AN BB S BB T4 D
¥, #iltn AZ(Kim et al., 2011a). #\F 7 (Busquets
et al.,, 2008). FFZ (52755, 2014)%, XLLAEHY)
h RS ERONEE, BAZMARREEA N E
WA REER . AR RN A EEK 2 MalEE
B velE, E—BER T — N EE B AA 2N DU
F MBI EF AL R T, X 2 AR
Gatid (B AR TR, AR AT B i B R P AT S
KMWPAT IR . T B AR 2L FPP /EA
JEVIRA R =, 753 SS ML REH Ak ) £ B
Je =il R A S A e, ] SS ERIA N
BERG MG SRR M ERENAEYE R, FimE
R e I A T R 1 T DA iR A SR R 1
PR R L, 2014; TKIESE, 2014).

WAZH) 3 ANl i R e dmhs A 7%
PE) 8 A B (Kim et al., 2011a), MilEETF 2 M
I E R R, A — N R e 8 S A AT T PR
& 1% lE(Busquets et al., 2008), LA FIT NS
B = w2 H AR AR kR 2 A
TN e I £ 56 TR 4 T B TR 46 T R =i A=
Y& B BEA A FERAER, WX AT AR
FRNZ BRI B AR ? 2BFMAS SS
—FEEAZMARRIARA? 755N R F 4
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RIRVKFE AT, VENFEAM B

3.2 B

Total RNA #2871 & . 3-Full RACE Core
Set with Prime Script™ RTase. #: =01 EI iR 71
%+ LATaq DNA R4 BRI P DB LT
TaKaRa 4 #]; pEASY-T1 Cloning Kit. Transl-T1
2SN RS AT P o BRI BGA A &
RAREA TP iy, FARTI A B P2 5 M 4l = i

3.3 HEEJ/NE RNA $#RE

4 18 TaKaRa 2> @ ) Total RNA $EBUR 77 & 7
ESREL A B3 TS RNA, 28 1.5%35 IE B e e FEL ik
KIS RNA [ 52 %44, I F DNA/Protein Analyzer
I RNA P53 B IR

3.4 HEZFJK cDNA E—8#KME&H5S 3'RACE ¥~
i

R¥E GenBank HE ML . PIURS SS
FE[K cDNA 751 UL AR 2H 738 v B PO 2 A6 A
# SS cDNA J¥ 51, it 514 hgss01 Al hgss02 (%
18 3w/ FA, 5IYH Bl T AERM. LA
BT RNA AR, #%1877) & 3'-Full RACE Core
Set with Prime Script™ RTase 3t B i #{F /e i 7%
4 cDNA 5 —8%.

DA R 98 RSO sk =043 21 1Y) cDNA 25—
AR, 43 AL Hgss01. Hgss02 5 &b i
3'RACE Outer Primer. 3'RACE Inner Primer 43|
Y, KHEAX PCR MEY 1. 5 1% PCR K
NN 94CTIAEYE 3 min, 94°CAEME 30 s.
55°C~52°CiE-k 30 s. 72°CZEfH 90's, B/ KiREHR:
F¥ 1°CigqT 5 MEH, &3L 20 MER, &5 72°C
ZEH 10 min. DAZE 1 %8 PCR =4 st 1726 2
A PCR. % 2 # PCR R Bi%ft R 94°CTiAr
P£ 3 min, ZRJ5LL94°CAME: 30 s, 54°CiE -k 30 s.
72°CIEM 90 s ia4T 30 MEH, 5 72°CHEM 10
min (M R4, 2015).

TN A iz PR PICRE I 6k B 1 B Btk AT R [l
W, EREF] pEASY-TL 34k, #ALF] Transl-T1 &
AN, PR PO REY KRR, W
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PCR %55€ KA HE AT WM ) % 52, W4 PR
o 3% B i AR TN
3.5 5'RACE "1

MRYE R R 3ty s B (85 ), &R
WiHF 51 Hgss03 Al Hgss04. _E3i7 51 W2 AR
P Genbank TV &G BET 4, Wit i34
ssjbf2 Fll ssjbf5 (% 2). PCR ¥ #5455 3'RACE
FHIE . UL cDNA ZE—8 AR, #1780 PCR,
e [l RS pEASY-TL #idk, #4463
Transl-T1 Bz 5408, PREHYE wo Rt 4T H 7%
PCR %55 HHEBUTUR W B V) 45 5, 5 PR M 7 i 1%

K1 SSHEEwFETI Y
Table 1 Primers designed for SS gene cloning

B b A T .
3.6 5B H

¥ 3RACE F1 5'RACE ¥ #4152 ¥) 75 51 F
Vector NTI 6.0 #fF@H4T N THHES 2 B &8 R
SS JE[K 4K cDNA 751, FH Mega4.0 %At Hr
[ {2 3% X SS JE K] cDNA 4K 51 1 5, i A2 2%
AR H TSR . = YRGS AT TN A .
Vector NTI Suite 6.0 4% 7 25 /K5 Genbank
B IIEY) SS BRI 7 HIBEAT AU Lt , #
SS JE K ARG

GlEYEZR S S F3(5°-3°) B4 (bp)
Primer name Primer sequence (5°-3°) base number (bp)
Hgss01 GGAAAGGGTATCAGGAGGC 19

Hgss02 TCATTTGCCAAGAGGTAGAGAC 22

3'RACE Outer Primer TACCGTCGTTCCACTAGTGATTT 23

3'RACE Inner Primer CGCGGATCCTCCACTAGTGATTTCACTATAGG 32

Hgss03 TCGTCAACTGTCTCTACCTCT 21

Hgss04 ATTCCAGCACCCATTCGT 18

ssjbf2 ATATWKAGAGVSAGAAATGGGCA 23

ssjbf5 ATATGGGCAGTTTGGGGGCGAT 22

ﬂg%ﬁ,—?ﬁk Xuebao (Acta Pharmaceutica  Sinica), 43(12):

Ly RS S A FE 0 SR BT E A SEIR AT T A R
TN, ZH5RCES; R AR SEREdE gk
LACEE, xIfETR AN E B BRIt BR
BRSTSERTR T P RS 5
ST, SR B2 5 S BT & SE iR 45
ot REEERTH AN, 15T it AL
et e SCEAE 512

34l

A5 R R E SRR 2 42 (N0.31260069) Al
U A 2R R H (N0.201203Y B038) 3k ] 7%
Hjj o
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