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Abstract The use of plants for the treatment and cure of diseases is as old as the human species and is widely used by most of the
world population as a therapeutic resource, mostly among rural populations, though less noticeable in the urban sphere. Existing data
on the medicinal use of plants for the urban portion of society is still poor, and lack information that can trace a better ethnobotanical
profile. Thus, this study aimed to collect data on the knowledge and use of medicinal plants, in the context in which the inhabitants
of an urban district are inserted. Data collection was performed using a semi-structured form in 80 homes in the district Alto Santa
Maria, in the urban area of the city of ParnaA-ba, northern PiauA~ Twelve species were mentioned to be used by residents, such as
boldo, eucalipto, malva, mastruz and erva-cidreira, especially the first one, which is the most used plant by residents in the district. In
order to identify therapeutic indications of great importance, we used the Informant Consensus Factor (ICF). The predominant
prescription use was indicated as conditions related to diseases of the genitourinary system and kidney stones, skin and nail diseases,
dermatitis, and endocrine, metabolic and nutritional disorders, as indicated by ICF. With the development of this research we found
that plants with medicinal potential represent a strong resource for the population studied in the treatment of several diseases, and a
great degree of use was noticeable.

Keywords Ethnobotany; Folk Medicine; PiauA- Brazil
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Table 1 Distribution by disease categories of medicinal plants used in the district Alto Santa Maria, city of Parnaba,
state of Piau T

Body System or disease category Number of uses cited Number of used species CFI
ICD (K00-K93) Digestive diseases, liver diseases 45 9 0,81
ICD (JCO - 199) Respiratory diseases, flu, asthma 39 10 0,76

ICD (N00-N99) Apparatus Diseases genitourinary 4 1 1

1
ICD (F00-F99) Mental and behavioral disorders 8 5 0,75
ICD (L00-L99) Diseases of the skin and nail, dermatitis, 7 1 1
ICD (100-199) Diseases of the circulatory system 5 2 0,75
ICD (E00-E99) Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases 4 1 1

Note: Source: Direct Research (2014)
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X ezt I 5 Marodin & Baptista (2001), Medeiros et al. (2004), Chaves (2005), Fuck et al. (2005) and Franco
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¢ 2 Alto Santa Maria, Parna Da, Piau 1) J& ESAI 15 2 1L 6 S o7
Table 2 Responses mentioned more frequently by residents of the disctrict Alto Santa Maria, city of Parnaiba, state of
Piaut

CATEGORY NUMBER OF CITATIONS
Easy to find 22

Quick result 26

Satisfaction or feeling fine 22

Home remedy 6

Divine 4

Note: Source: Direct Research (2014)
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