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Abstract The kiwifruit (Actinidia) is an economically and nutritionally important fruit crop with remarkably high content of
vitamin C and minerals in friut or juice, which has the medicinal value of anti-mutation and anti-cancer and is popular all over the
world. Its origin extends from the equator (in Indonesia) to 50<north latitude (in Siberia) and China is the centre of the geographic
distribution of Actinidia. There are 66 species in Actinidia, among which 62 species are in China and the majority of them are
endemic to China. A. chinensis and A. Deliciosa are two species that are most common in the market. This research summarized the
biological characteristics, geographical distribution and species, domestication and introduction, and application value of kiwifruit in
the hope of providing a theoretical basis for the comprehensive utilization of kiwi in the future.
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Figure 1 The flowers of Kiwifruit (A Male; B Female) (From Wikipedia)
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Figure 2 The fruit of Kiwifruit (From Wikipedia)
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Figure 3 Fruits of different species of Actinidia (Crowhurst et
al., 2008)

Note: A = A. arguta, C = A. chinensis, D = A. deliciosa, E = A.
eriantha, | = A. indochinensis, P = A. polygama, S = A. setosa
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